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Indigenous Peoples Subject Headings Project 

at the Phillips Library

Peabody Essex Museum



Unprocessed donation of Jeffrey Brain’s library. One of the best-known private libraries of Native 
American culture, it includes more than 3,000 publications on the subjects of of Native American 
art, culture, and archaeology.



Plan of Action

● Collection accessibility, discoverability, 
and accuracy 

● Outreach & community building

● Collection development 

● DEIA training



Collection accessibility, discoverability, accuracy

● Address bias; remediating harmful language 
● Incorporate Indigenous terminologies and worldviews 
● Integrate decentering work and examination for bias into library 

practice
● Include language consistent with how the subjects of our 

Indigenous collections describe themselves.
● Standardize subject terminology 



Deliverables

Projected

● Map of problematic LCSH 
and our preferred terms

● Methodology
● Template
● Subset of records with 

changed vocabulary

Actual

● Public statement 
● “Crosswalk”
● IPSH project manual
● Authorities created: 3,723
● Bibs updated: 3,331



Alternative Thesauri 

Canadian Subject Headings 
Library and Archives Canada (BAC-LAC)

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Thesaurus 
Australian Institute online catalog at Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies 

(AIATSIS) 

First Nations House of Learning Thesaurus 
Xwi7xwa Library at the University of British Columbia (UBC)



Other projects
Indigenous Subject Headings by Rachel Rogers 
Greater Victoria Public Library (GVPL)

LCSH Related to Indigenous Peoples 
Association for Manitoba Archives & Manitoba Archival Information 
Network (AMA MAIN)

First Nations Metis and Inuit Indigenous Ontology Canadian 
Federation of Library Associations (CFLA-FCAB) 



590 Note
Library of Congress Subject Headings do not necessarily 
reflect the values or beliefs of the Phillips Library at the 
Peabody Essex Museum and may have been 
supplemented or replaced. The Phillips Library is 
committed to the amplification of diverse perspectives and 
is actively working to enhance access by addressing bias 
in resource description.



Crosswalk
○ Controlled, local vocabulary that modifies and remediates 

LCSH we’ve identified as inaccurate, offensive, or outdated

○ Maps LCSH to our preferred terms, Broader Term (BT) and 
Variant Terms (VT)

○ Can be searched by LCSH, LCCN, or preferred (local) term
○ Is the document used to create local authority records



Crosswalk




